Principles of Counting
1. Each object to be counted must be touched or ‘included’ exactly once as the numbers are said.

2. The numbers must be said once and always in the conventional order.

3. The objects can be touched in any order, and the starting point and order in which the objects are counted does not affect how many there are.

4. The arrangement of the objects does not affect how many there are. 

5. The last number said tells ‘how many’ in the whole collection.  It does not describe the last object touched.

Skip Counting Principle: 

Skip counting also tells you ‘how many’. 
Children need to learn to use equal grouping or parts to help count large collections.  Students who only learn to skip count by reciting every second number or by jumping along a number line may not realize skip counting also tells ‘how many’.
